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I am authorized to act on behalf of Japan Tobacco Inc. 

I understand that Japan Tobacco Inc. is the assignee of application serial 
number 10/729,880, filed December 5, 2003, by virtue of an assignment signed by all of the 
inventors and recorded in the United States Patent and Trademark Office on June 14, 2001, at 
Reel 011897, Frame 0721. 

I further understand that Japan Tobacco Inc. is the assignee of the present application 
(serial number 10/723,602) by virtue of an assignment signed by all of the inventors and 
recorded in the United States Patent and Trademark Office on November 26, 1999, at 
Reel 010426, Frame 0918. 

I hereby state, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.78(c), that the present application and 
U.S. Patent Application No. 10/729,880 were owned by or subject to an obligation of assignment 
to Japan Tobacco Inc. at the time the inventions disclosed and claimed in the respective patents 
and applications were made. 
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I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that 
all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that these 
statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are 
punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States 
Code and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any 
patents issued thereon. 
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